Industry Leaders Join National Delegation to Observe Construction Contests

Local construction industry leaders traveled to Kansas City last month to observe the nation’s best construction students competing in the SkillsUSA National Championships.

The VIP Tour, sponsored by CEFGA and SkillsUSA Georgia, is designed to give business, government and education leaders a vision for what is possible in Career and Technical education in Georgia. The SkillsUSA National Championships is the biggest showcase of Career and Technical Education in the country.
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Jim Wharton of Linc, John Doherty of Pyramid Masonry, John Mark Wood of Holder Construction Company; Calvin Pate of Harrison Contracting Compnay; Wanda Dunaway of Balfour Beatty; Gina Shelnutt of R.M. Anderson and Scott Shelar of CEFGA were part of a delegation of 21 VIPs from Georgia. 

The CEFGA CareerExpo and SkillsUSA Georgia Championships, held in the spring of each year in Lawrenceville, is modeled after the national event. The next CEFGA CareerExpo and Georgia Championships will be April 24-25, 2008. This event determines who represents Georgia at the National Championships in Kansas City. 

CEFGA member companies Holder Construction Co. and Thomas Enterprises donated use of their private corporate jets to transport the VIP Delegation. CEFGA and SkillsUSA Georgia covered the cost of accommodations, food and ground transportation in Kansas City.

The VIP tour was designed to expose not only construction industry leaders to the excitement of SkillsUSA National; it also exposed many government and education leaders, including state school board member Jose Perez; Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle’s legislative counsel Irene Munn; state director of career and technical education James Woodard and the state school superintendent’s husband, John Cox, who is also a residential builder.
