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Press Release

More than 4,000 Students Consider Careers, Compete at Nation’s Largest Career Exploration Event
College Park, Ga. – January 19, 2010 – More than 4,000 Georgia high school, middle school and technical college students will converge on the Georgia International Convention Center in College Park March 11-12 for the sixth annual CareerExpo and SkillsUSA State Championships. This event, sponsored by private employers, trade associations and government agencies, attracts thousands of students, teachers, school administrators, parents, industry spectators and volunteers every year. The purpose of the CareerExpo is to promote careers in construction, transportation and energy in a fun, hands-on and interactive way. The SkillsUSA State Championships are a showcase of the top skilled high school and technical college talent in Georgia.
Lt. Governor Casey Cagle will serve as honorary chair of the event.

“Even in this economy, the long-term prospects for employment remain strong in Georgia,” says CEFGA executive director Scott Shelar. “Many industries are made up of Baby Boomers set to retire in the next 5 or 10 years. This Boomer exodus will leave many opportunities for young people in Georgia schools today. The purpose of the CareerExpo is to make sure our students are aware of these opportunities.”

The Construction Education Foundation of Georgia (CEFGA) is one of the lead sponsors of the event, along with the Transportation Education Foundation of Georgia (TEFGA), the Georgia Energy and Industrial Construction Consortium (GEICC) and the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG).

The CareerExpo spans more than 150,000 square feet and is divided up into 19 different “Worlds,” where students can see, touch and feel different career opportunities and talk with industry professionals.  Some of the leading participating companies and organizations include: Georgia Power, Southern Company, Georgia Transmission, the Georgia Branch, Associated General Contractors, the Associated Builders and Contractors of Georgia, the Independent Electrical Contractors, the Atlanta Electrical Contractors Association, the American Institute of Architects, the U.S. Green Building Council, the Masonry Association of Georgia, Holder Construction Company, Brasfield & Gorrie, Pyramid Masonry, Superior Plumbing, Georgia Tech and Southern Polytechnic.

The SkillsUSA State Championships on Friday, March 12, will be the centerpiece of the event, showcasing 300 of the best students from Georgia’s high schools and technical colleges. The students will compete in 27 different skills contests ranging from carpentry and plumbing to architectural drawing and design. The ultimate prize for these students is a state gold medal and the opportunity to represent Georgia at the SkillsUSA National Championships in June.
CEFGA is a 501(c) non-profit organization supported by leading construction companies and trade associations, working in partnership with the Technical College System of Georgia and the Georgia Department of Education, to promote careers in the construction industry and address the industry’s labor shortage. www.cefga.org
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