CEFGA, AGC Members Support Existing Construction Programs; look to Establish New Programs in Bibb County

MACON - Chris Sheridan, president of Chris R. Sheridan & Co. General Contractors, didn’t mince words.
“We need people,” he said in a February 21 meeting with Bibb County Superintendent of Schools Sharon Patterson.

Sheridan was joined by other industry leaders in Central Georgia, including David Thompson of Piedmont Construction, Dave Cyr of Parrish Construction and Chris Davis of Garbutt Construction. The meeting was organized by the Georgia Branch, AGC, CEFGA and Education First. The coalition is formally known as the Central Georgia Construction Workforce Development Alliance.
All of the industry leaders said the same thing. “We need people. We could hire 10 new carpenters today,” said Sheridan.

Superintendent Patterson said she knows this all to well, too, since her district is constantly building new schools, and she hears it from contractors all the time.

As part of the solution, the Central Georgia Construction Workforce Development Alliance is working to improve Westside High School’s construction program. The Alliance is working with Westside’s fulltime construction teacher Glenn Ford and his supervisor Sharon Joyner to strengthen the program there. 
For example, representatives from Chris R. Sheridan and Co., Parrish Construction Co., Piedmont Construction Co. and Greene & Associates have provided material donations and guest speakers to make students aware of career opportunities in construction. They have also agreed to participate in the CEFGA Summer Internship Program, which gives interested high school students an opportunity to work in construction for eight weeks during the summer.
Georgia Branch, AGC members have also agreed to pay for busses and lunches for students in Central Georgia to attend CEFGA’s Construction CareerExpo & SkillsUSA Georgia Contest April 26-27 at the Gwinnett County Fairgrounds.

The idea of the Alliance is this: If contractors take an interest in and support local high schools and technical colleges that teach construction, those schools will become stronger and more students will go to work with the companies that are involved with their schools.

Contractors in Bibb County are ready to take things to a higher level there. They would like to see more construction programs in Bibb County’s high schools. 
In the February 21 meeting, Superintendent Patterson agreed to open at least one new construction program in Bibb County. The new program will be at Southwest High School. The Alliance promised to help Bibb County find an instructor for the program.
“Your commitment is obvious,” Patterson said. “The fact that you are all here demonstrates to me that you are very serious about helping Bibb County’s students.”
In the regular Alliance meeting, which immediately followed the meeting with Superintendent Patterson, members reported on progress with construction programs at Westside High School, Mary Persons High School, Upson Lee High School and Baldwin County High School.
Participants at the February 21 Alliance Meeting included: Chris Burkhalter, Greene & Associates; David Thompson, Piedmont Construction Group; Dave Cyr, Parrish Construction Company; Jim Fallon, Parrish Construction Company; Dean Rago, Parrish Construction Company; Christy Kovac, Chris R. Sheridan & Co. General Contractors; Brent Pyles, Sydney Pyles Plumbing; Barney Poole, Mary Persons High School; John Penny, Upson-Lee High School; Glenn Ford, Westside High School; Sharon Joyner, Westside High School; Beverly McCulloch, Bibb County Schools; MaryBeth Francine, Hutchings Career Center; Bill Chambless, Georgia Branch, AGC; Cherri Watson, Georgia Branch, AGC; Kevin Ward, CEFGA; Scott Shelar, CEFGA. 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 5, 2007. The goals set by the Alliance to achieve prior to April 5 include:
· Industry partners and teachers will review CEFGA Accreditation Process and determine next steps for each school to achieve Industry Accreditation. What can industry do to help?
· Industry partners will continue providing guest speakers for local construction programs. Schools will sign-up to attend CEFGA’s Construction CareerExpo April 26-27 at the Gwinnett County Fairgrounds. Georgia Branch, AGC agreed to pay for busses and food for any schools that need this assistance.
· Teachers will continue identifying candidates for the CEFGA Summer Internship Program. So far, industry partners have confirmed that they are willing to take at least 8 intern candidates. 
CEFGA is a non profit foundation, supported and governed by leaders in the construction industry. CEFGA works to connect the construction industry and the education system, with a goal of building world-class construction training programs and a reliable feeder system of trained and informed students for Georgia’s construction industry. www.cefga.org. For more information contact Kevin Ward, CEFGA, at 678-889-4445 or Bill Chambless with Georgia Branch, AGC at 478-972-5865.

