Georgia Branch, AGC Members Get Active in Central GA Construction Schools

High school students in central Georgia will be getting an up-close look at the construction industry in the next few weeks, thanks to a group of AGC members in the Macon area.

The group, officially known as the AGC Central Georgia Workforce Development Task Force met on Oct. 5 with construction teachers and administrators from six different construction schools.

Industry leaders and educators brainstormed ideas on how to get high school students interested in careers in the construction industry. 
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The result of the session is that 10 Georgia Branch, AGC members in the Macon area will partner with five high school construction programs and Central Georgia Technical College to implement the following over the next six weeks:
-Industry partners will meet with high school construction teachers to review curriculum and provide necessary materials.

-Industry partners will provide at least one guest speaker to talk about careers in construction at one high school the week of Oct. 16.
-Industry partners will provide job shadowing opportunities for students interested in a career in construction.
More than 450 students are enrolled in the construction schools represented at the Oct. 5 meeting.

The meeting, which included 23 industry and education representatives was organized by the Georgia Branch, AGC and facilitated by CEFGA – the Construction Education Foundation of Georgia.

Participants included:

IC Cochran, III, Harmon Construction

Glenn Ford, Westside High School

Jack Quinn, Bibb County Board of Education

John Penny, Upson-Lee High School

Barney Poole, Mary Persons High School

Brad Jamison, Central Georgia Technical College

Nick DiPaolo, Jones County High School

Wanda Jordan, L.E. Schwartz & Son, Inc.
Kesia Stafford, Stafford Builders

Chris Davis, Garbutt Construction

Ryan Watson, General Steel

Chip Greene, Greene & Associates

Dean Rago, Piedmont Construction Group

Jonathan Worrell, OSHA

Sharon Joyner, Westside High School

Alton Moore, MetroPower

Christy Kovac, Chris R. Sheridan & Company

Kevin Spell, Lamar County High School

Jim Fallon, Parrish Construction Company

Mike Dunham, Georgia Branch, AGC

Bill Chambless, Georgia Branch, AGC

Kevin Ward, CEFGA

Scott Shelar, CEFGA

The next meeting is November 16, 4:30 p.m. at Central Georgia Technical College.

